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NATS Student Auditions: Louisiana Chapter  

Scoring System and Rubric 
 

 

Preliminary Round (See Adjudication Rubric, page 3) 

 

1. The scoring system used in NATS Student Auditions preliminary round is based on a national standard 

and allows for objective as well as subjective measures of a singer’s performance. Students within a 

given category are judged relative to a common standard rather than to one another. 
2. The system is also designed to provide more appropriate and constructive feedback through comment 

and the use of a standard rubric to measure accomplishment. 
3. The NATS Adjudication Rubric defines levels of accomplishment within six appropriate standards:  

● Tone 
● Breathing/Alignment 
● Language/Diction 
● Musicianship/Accuracy 
● Artistry/Expression 
● Ensemble (comment only – not a factor in the final scoring) 

4. The scoring range for each standard is based on a 70 to 100 scale, which is divided into three sections 

indicating lowest accomplishment (70-79), average accomplishment (80-89), and best accomplishment 

(90-100). 
5. In the preliminary round only, an adjudicator indicates the singer’s general level of 

accomplishment in each of the six standards areas by placing an “X” on the corresponding 

standard line. The adjudicator also provides written comments that are in agreement with these 

assessments, and assigns an overall numerical score (70-100) appropriate to these assessments.  
6. The three highest scoring students with an average score of 90 or above within each category will 

participate in the final round, if held. In the case of a third place tie, both students will participate in the 

final round. 

7.  Categories may have less than three finalists if three students do not earn the average score of 90.  
8. Categories containing five or less student entrants will not have a final round.  Within these categories, 

winners (first, second, and third) will be chosen based on the highest earned scores in the preliminary 

round.  

 

 

 

Final Round 
 

1.  Due to time limitations, the final round may be conducted in several simultaneous sessions determined 

by judge availability and the number of student participants. 

2. A minimum of three judges will score each category. Any judge who has had a “significant relationship” 

with one of the finalists will not be assigned to judge that category.  Also, every effort will be made to 

avoid a teacher judging students enrolled in their school.  However, in some cases it is impossible to 

avoid such a situation.  Under these circumstances, a teacher is expected to judge impartially.   
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3. Students perform one song of their choice, with duration not to exceed four minutes. This selection must 

be one of the numbers submitted for performance on the Student Registration Form. Time begins when 

the collaborative pianist begins playing. Cuts are permitted (see page 10, “Judicious Cut”).  Students are 

stopped without penalty after four minutes. 

4.  Scoring: Judges rank the finalists in order: 1-2-3, with 1 being best. Final rankings are determined by 

low total score. 

 

 

Resolution of a Copyright or Repertoire Violations 
 

If an adjudicator suspects a potential repertoire violation the following steps should be taken: 
1. Nothing should be written on the student’s comment sheets by adjudicators regarding any suspected 

violation. A note should be written on a separate sheet of paper. 
2. The adjudicators may not discuss the violation with the student’s teacher. 

3. Write comments and score the student as if there were no violation. 
4. When the auditions are completed, the lead adjudicator should consult the auditions chair to discuss the 

suspected violation. 

5. The auditions chair may need to research the issue or consult others before making a final decision. 

6. If it is determined that a violation exists, the Auditions Chair will make every effort to discuss the 

violation with the student’s teacher prior to notifying the student.   
7. If, in fact, a violation has occurred, the student will be disqualified. 
 

 

NATIONAL STANDARDS (See pages 4 and 5) 
 

1. The national standard is stated in the first column of the adjudication rubric. The language in the final 

column describes the qualities an ideal singer will have.   

2. Please become familiar with the rubric so that the chapter’s students are best served. 
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      NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF TEACHERS OF SINGING                                                

       STUDENT AUDITIONS ADJUDICATION FORM           

                     Louisiana Chapter 

Contestant Number: 

 

Category Number: Check Here if singing for 

comments only                                   
REPERTOIRE  

Title               Major Work   Composer  Language 

1._____________________________________     _____________________________    ____________________   ______________     

2._____________________________________     _____________________________    ____________________   ______________   

3._____________________________________     _____________________________    ____________________   ______________     

4._____________________________________     _____________________________    ____________________   ______________     

5._____________________________________     _____________________________    ____________________   ______________   

ADJUDICATION                                                                                                                                                             
Offer constructive evaluation and score taking into consideration the criteria below as appropriate to category of the singer. 

                       Low            High                                            

  TONE             --------------------------/-------------------------/-------------------------           

  BREATHING/ALIGNMENT     -------------------------/-------------------------/--------------------------  

  LANGUAGE/DICTION            -------------------------/-------------------------/--------------------------  

  MUSICIANSHIP/ACCURACY -------------------------/-------------------------/--------------------------  

               ARTISTRY/EXPRESSION -------------------------/-------------------------/--------------------------    

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  ENSEMBLE (comment only) -------------------------/-------------------------/--------------------------      

COMMENTS      

 

 

 

 

          

                              

                                   

                    SCORE 

Adjudicator________________________________________    Date ______________________________                                              

                                Place an X in the box, if singing for comments only.        
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